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 APPENDIX J – Definition of Terms 
 

Appropriate Management Response (AMR) - Specific actions taken in response to a wildland fire to implement 

protection and fire use objectives identified by appropriate government agency. AMR allows for a full range of 

strategies to be applied, from an intense full suppression response to wildland fire use.  The first response decision to be 

made is whether to have a suppression oriented response or to allow the fire to burn for predetermined benefits. 
 

Confinement Response- The suppression-orientated strategy employed in appropriate management response where a 

fire perimeter is managed by a combination of direct and indirect actions and use of natural topographic features, fuels, 

and weather factors.  These strategies and tactics could include perimeter control. 
 

Defensible Space- Area around a structure where fuels and vegetation are treated, cleared or reduced to slow the spread 

of wildfire towards the structure.  It also reduces the chance of a structure fire moving from the building to surrounding 

forest.  Defensible space provides room for firefighters to do their jobs. 
 

Disturbance- A discrete event, either natural or human induced, that causes a change in the existing condition of an 

ecological system. 
 

Energy Release Component (ERC) - An index developed through the National Fire Danger Rating System.  ERC then 

is an indicator of dryness in the fuel, is a fuel loading based rate that predicts how much energy f fire will produce both 

from its consumption of available fuel and through its residence time.  ERC, and 1000 hour time lag fuel moisture has 

been used in dry climates to track seasonal drying trends. 
 

Escape Fire Situation Analysis (EFSA) - If a wildfire has escaped initial attack EFSA is the process the agency 

administrator or acting uses to determine the best suppression strategy for achieving appropriate suppression that best 

meets resource objectives. 
 

Fire Management Plan (FMP) - A strategic plan that defines a program to manage wildland and prescribed fires.  The 

plan could be supplemented by operational plans, prescribed fire plans, hazardous fuels reduction, and prevention plans. 
 

Fire Use - The combination of wildland fire use and prescribed fire application to meet specific resource and landowner 

objectives. 
 

Fuel Treatment - Programmed and contracted to reduce or change fuel loading or type on a site.  Can be accomplished 

by mechanical, chemical or fire use. 
 

Full Response - A suppression response action that can include: control lines surrounding the entire perimeter, (hot spot 

and cold trail may be considered completed line) including any spot fires, protection of interior islands, burn-out of 

fuels adjacent to control lines and mop-up to a standard adequate to hold under high fire intensity conditions.  Full 

response objectives are based on safe yet aggressive approach to achieve containment of the fire by the beginning of the 

next burn period.  Fire behavior may dictate, at least temporarily, the utilization of natural barriers or indirect strategies.  

These strategies and tactics would include direct control. 
 

Haines Index - Lower atmosphere stability index (LASI) developed by Donald Haines.  The index relies on two 

variables: dryness and stability/instability.  On a scale of six, three points are given to dryness and three to the stability 

or instability of the atmosphere.  Both these variables have a pronounced affect on extreme fire behavior.  In the scaling, 

a 6 is extreme, 5 are high, 4 are moderate, while 3 to 1 are low. 

 

Home Ignition Zone – Includes an area surrounding the home within 100 to 200 feet.  The potential for ignition 

depends on the home’s exterior materials and design and the amount of heat to the home form the flames within the 

home ignition zone.   

 

Initial Attack - An aggressive suppression action consistent with firefighter and public safety and values to be 

protected. 
 

 

Insurance Services Office (ISO) Rating - An overall fire services rating developed for use in determining insurance 

premiums for residential and commercial property.  Factors such as fire alarm systems, equipment, training, availability 

of water (hydrants), etc. are used to develop the rating.  The rating is on a scale of class 1 to class 10, with 1 providing 

the best public protection and 10 providing the lowest public protection.  See www.iso.com for more details. 

http://www.iso.com/
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Mitigation Actions - Those on-the-ground activities that will serve to increase the survivability of the structure to 

check, direct, or delay the spread of fire, and minimize threats to life, property, and resources.  Mitigation actions may 

include mechanical and physical non-fire tasks, specific fire applications, and limited suppression actions.  These 

actions will be used to construct fire lines, reduce excessive fuel concentrations, reduce vertical fuel, and create black 

lines. 
 

POL – Stands for “Products Other than Logs” thinning to harvest poles and posts and firewood. 
 

 

Preparedness - Activities that lead to a safe, efficient, and cost-effective fire management program in support of land 

and owners management objectives through appropriate planning and coordination. 
 

Prescribed Fire - Any fire ignited by management actions to meet specific objectives.  A written, approved prescribed 

fire plan must exist prior to ignition. 
 

Prescribed Fire Plan - A plan required for each fire application ignited by management.  It must be prepared by 

qualified personnel and approved by the appropriate agency administrator prior to implementation.  Each plan will 

follow specific direction and must include critical elements and how to mitigate each element. 
 

Spread Component (SC) - An index developed through the National Fire Danger Rating System.  The index provides 

predicted rate of spread of a fire (in chains per hour) from inputted information on the fuel complex and weather 

information collected from a local Remote Automated Weather System (RAWS) site. 
 

Suppression Constraints - A limitation placed on suppression forces to minimize adverse affects to the environment 

due to fire suppression activities.  An example would be restricting the use of heavy equipment in certain areas. 
 

Suppression Oriented Response - A range of responses to a wildland fire, which range from full response to 

confinement of the fire.  It may also include periodically checking fire status and fire behavior. 
 

TSI – Stands for “Timber Stand Improvement” thinning to stimulate growth and improve residual tree health 
 

Wildfire - An unwanted wildland fire. 
 

Wildland Fire - Any nonstructural fire, other than prescribed fire, that occurs in the wildland.  This term encompasses 

fires previously called both wildfires and prescribed natural fires. 
 

   

 


